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o address of Froperty: 816 Park Avenue, Baltiaore, Marylend 21202

dress of Owner: Sommers & Scmners , B24 Park Avenue, Paltinore, Marvland @ 21202
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Barbera Hoff, Dalshmpr, Catzen and Associates, Inc.
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816 Park Avenue exemplifies the elahorate simple, elegant rowhouses found in the Mount
ernon Historic District. Buildings such as it blend with one another to create the
fonificant architectural environment of the district. The building is an Italianate, three
t;ry, th.ree bay, mz=sonry double house with a facade of running bond brick and a shed roof.

Tt has a marble high basemaent with a belt course bencath the first floor windcws. The

c .ent has two bays of one over one double hung windows with delicate wrought iron screens.
he o is an iron stailrway that goes from the sidzwalk below the front steps and into the

or'h basement bay. The front steps were probably originally marble and have been replaced

4th brick and a simple iron railing.

The first level comprises two windows and the entrence. The windows are eight over
igiit wcod sesh double hung windews with a wood panel kelow indicating that the windows woere

P ich larger and have been replaced with shorter windews. The windows have white
1u m storm windcws cver them, flat arches, and marble sills.
The cntrance in the north bay has been wmadified. It comprises a mztal swinging door

ith a si.ple wood frame around it, around that is wood paneling and a large projecting cornice
44 brackets; the cornice has some decorative molding.

The s«cond floor ccmpfises three one cver ocne double hung wood frems sash windows with
arhle sills, flat arches, and white a2luminum storm windc.s. The third story windcws have
€. itical details., All th=zse windows, though, becore shortier at each upper story. bove
he third floor lintels is a brick fescia cw':n.=d of brick which doe:s not rmatch that of the
c +r part of the facazde. The cornice is sinmple and large with dacorativaly sawn modillions,

=L

entils. In the attic 1a\el are three vents covered with sinzle iron grates.

ﬂ.

h

Boath the north and south walls of the structure are attachesd to adjacent buildings. The
:st wall of the maln building has a two bay wide, two story shted roofed back building attached
> the northern and central bay. The southern bay has six over six double hung wood windows at
sch story, with flat metal strip lintels, rowlock brick sills, and aluminum storm windows. An
ron fire escepe extends down the bay.

The back building is constructed of partially stuccoed and painted common bond brick. The
>uth wall is plain brick, and what is visible of the north wall is also plain brick. The
frst floor of the west wall has an unoriginal paneled wood door in the northern bay. The
zc2.d and third stories contain one over one wood sash windows with aluminum storm windows,
»t21 strip lintels, and stone sills. An iron fire escape extends down the wall. The coping
f 'ii» roof line indicates that the roof has been altered.

Farind trese structures there is a two story high, three bay wide, four bay long ecarri:ge
- built of coimon btond brick., It has a shed roof. On the first floor, east wall, th-re
Zozov2y and three one by cne ceserment windows with w024 sills and a flat arch.

woy
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[ESCKIPTION OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
ove are six over six double hung wood windows with wood sills and flat arches. Thecre is
c rhelled cornice with brick modillions at the eaves. The north and south walls consist
£ ;lain brick. The painted west wall comprises two large bays and two stories. The
irt story consists of two plain wood doors on either side of a large double plain m=ztal
“3re There is an "I" beam lintel above. In the north bay of the second story there is a
tx ¢uz:r crna double hung wood window with a wood szsh and a flat arch.s Tha scuth bay contalns
le tongue and groove wood doors with a wood sill and flat arch. Above these opeonings tl cie
s = corbelled cornice.

T

The interior still retains its original floor plan of rocms organized in a line parallel
o a circulstion axis, a@nd the rooms have been converted into apartmants with a variety of
ur7ace finishes applied during recent years.

The front door of the house originslly had a large round arched doorway with an architrazve
. ound, now filled In and reduced in size. The doorway from the vestibule to the hallway
25 a Colonial Revival (not original) pedimented door with fluted pilasters, a broken pedin:nt
{th modillions, and a central finial. The stairs retaln their original open string, bracke!ed
trircase with a heavily molded newel post and turned balusters.

The aprartrm=nts are vary simple with plain surrcunds on op=nings, no basebcard or
re 'n moldings, scme original wvood floors, and wood paneled doors.

The ccnversion of this structure into an apartrznt house is typical of the arca which
tow consists mainly of professicnal offices and apartronts. In gereral, the bullding still
toteins its original character in {ts raterials, scale, rlsn, proportion, and details. As
& resulty the building augi:nts the sp-clal environs.:nt of the Ysunt Vernon Historie Dicstrict,

1
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mefaldress of Properly: 516 Pack L_\__““’{ Baltiwore, MD 21202 @“3?’?0

wsefaddress of Ouner: Scrers and Scuers, 824 Park Avenue | )

Baltimore, Maryland 21202 Telephone: (301) 728-14500

Barbara Hoff, Dalsemer, Catzen and Associates, Inc.

epared by: Fi

14 Light Street, Baltimore, MD 21202 Telephone: (301) 837-3691

'ATEENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of 816 Fark Avenue lies in its architectural contribution to
{he environinant of tioe Mount Vernon Historle District.

The Mount Vernon Historic District is bhoth a Raltimore City District and, in
pcrt, a National Register Mistoric Landmark District. Mount Vernon was the first
Historic District in Baltimore City, designated in 1964 and expanded five Limes to
the current- boundaries, which have heen certified by the Departiment of the Interior
for purposes of the Historic Preservalion Tax Incentives. The ordinance creating
t'ie Mount Vernon Historic District also established the Baltimore City Commission
for Wistoric and Architectural Preservation to oversee all changes within the
Distict and to recomnend other areas and buildings in the City for historie
d.signation. The Historic District and the Comnission were outgrowths of the Mount
v.rnon Urban Renewal FPlan, one of the City's earliest efforts to incorporate
, vesecrvation and renovation of existing structures wilh new development. The
carrent Historic District now cncompasses two lliban Renewal Areas: Mount Vernon and
Midtown-Eelvedere,

The Mount Vernon Historic District grew {rom the early 19th century through the
«.rly 20th century and retains structures--residential, commercial, &nd
religicus—-from that time. The area was Baltimore's most feshionable neighborhood
-nd es cuch includes rome of the fineat archileclure in the City, built for wealthy
Ltidents, congregations, and iastitutions, snd designed by srchitects of lccal &nd
ticnal renzwn. The greater portion ol the district wes once the estate of Jchn
ger Howard, revolutionary wvar patriot and statesman, His mansion, Belvidere, was
vzeted at what is now Lhe 1000 block of Horth Calvert Street, The centerpiece of the
istrict 1s the VWashinglon Monument and Mount Vernon Place. The vonument is8 the
firgt forral monunent erected to cur.nemorate George Washington and is cne of the
firncst cxceoples of monumental architecture in tlie country, 1t wes erected from 1815

i
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to 1829 and designed by Robert Milla, one of the first Arerican born and trained
architects in the country. The development of the squares known as Mount Vernon
Flace snd Washington Place, dates from the 1830's, when the land was subdivided by
Howard's heirs, who then built some of the first lhiouses. Prior to the construction
of the monument and the development of the squares, brick working class houses were
built on Tyson Street, Read Street and North Moward Street, the earliest dating from
1810. These buildings still exist, some are residences and others have been
converted to antique shopa. The housce on Hamilton Street date from 1820 and were
designed by Roberl Cary Long Sr, the architect of Lhe Peale Museum and Davidge Hall,

The area which is now the Historic District continued to develop. Baltlimore's
prominent and wealthy residents moved north to the rural area because the land
ar 'nd the harbor was rapidly hecomning industrialized and because the City was
f. Jed with immigrants, who flocked to Baltimore to work in the newly established
frndustries. Construction caonlinmed ta take place in the YEBO's and 1890°'s after the
' ward cstate had heen sold. by the early 20(h century, Mount Royal Avenue and
;-rte of Howard Street had been developed, completing the construction in the
district. -
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816 Park Avenue
Block 0509, Lot 014
Baltimore City
Baltimore East Quad.
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